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Introduction 
 
Cothill has a number of international students and endeavours to provide these pupils with 
additional tuition in the English language, which will provide integration & success in the 
school and encourage them to be independent, autonomous learners. We also aim to 
celebrate the diversity and richness which these many cultures bring to our school life, whilst 
at the same time, looking for common ground and crossover between languages.  
 
Aims 

●​ To enable the pupils to be skilled users and communicators of the ‘dynamic machine’ 
of the English language. 

●​ To ensure that the pupils are able to access all their subjects and extra curricular 
areas. 

●​ To honour and respect the flavour and individuality of a student’s first language and 
cultural heritage, and use that to help their acquisition and apprehension of English. 

●​ To ensure that pupils are able to feel supported and develop their English speaking 
skills beyond the classroom into the boarding environment (should they be boarders). 

●​ To deliver inclusive teaching and support in the classrooms and beyond (sports, 
boarding, extracurricular)   

 
Objectives 
 
EAL / EFL Provision seeks to: 

1.​ Support and equip pupils in the Cothill community (classroom, extracurricular and 
boarding house) with linguistic fluency and competence when English is not their first 
language. 

2.​ Furnish pupils with a set of linguistic structures that ‘scaffold’ the learning, support 
their understanding and enable them to be skilled in English. 

3.​ Equip pupils across the curriculum to be confident in accessing lessons in English. 
4.​ Promote pupils’ confidence in talking about and understanding English. 
5.​ Promote technical accuracy in spelling, punctuation, paragraphing and grammar. 
6.​ Help to access all departments Schemes of Work. 
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Procedures 
 
At Cothill we recognise that pupils have different linguistic needs and priorities. We follow the 
Assess - Plan - Do - Review process with them just as we would do our SEND Pupils. 
 
Assess - Plan - Do - Review 
 
Before pupils take an official place at Cothill they are assessed either in person or online 
(with passports checked and identity confirmed) and any known information is shared from 
the admissions department regarding their level of English skills. From there, appropriate 
assessments are administered that would allow the school to determine their reading, 
writing, spelling and maths levels. 
 
When a place has been offered and taken up, they are classified in one of three categories 
below: 
 
1.​ EFL - English as a Foreign Language 
These pupils who are with us for just one or two terms - or a single year - will often go on to 
take a robust Cambridge qualification, either Preliminary or First Certificate for those in Years 
7 or 8.  or 
 
2.​ EAL - English as an Additional Language 
Most pupils join us in Year 3, 4, or 5 and are intent on taking CE in Year 8 and going on to 
English senior schools. Our goal is to enable and facilitate full integration and place these 
pupils on that trajectory.  We will assess a pupil’s linguistic EAL profile with the view to them 
sitting the senior school’s Pre-test, ISEB and other pre-tests in year 6 or 7 and to prepare 
them accordingly. This can frequently be a challenge in the time available, if a pupil arrives 
later than the start of Year 5. 
 

or 
 
3. ​ Intensive EAL Support 
 
On arrival, all EAL pupils are assessed, formally or informally in the 4 competences of 
listening, reading, writing and spelling. According to National Curriculum guidelines, pupils 
can be categorised according to the DfE codes, this offers us a benchmark to then maximise 
progress. The complete list of categories is as follows: 
 
A: New to English​ ​  
B: Early acquisition​ ​  
C: Developing competence 
D: Competent​ ​ ​  
E: Fluent 
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Assess - Plan - Do - Review 
 
SEND & EAL Register 
 
Pupils that are classified EAL/EFL go on to the SEND and EAL Register. This information is 
strictly confidential and shared with the staff. As there can often be a number of pupils with 
overlapping EAL and SEND needs, this too is reflected on the register.  
 
Members of the team who support pupils in the boarding houses and in the surgery as day 
pupils are also made aware of, as support does carry over to those aspects of the pupil's 
school life. 
 
Individual Education Plans 
 
An Individual Education Plan (IEP) is drawn up. The provisions set out in the IEPs are 
carefully planned and act as a working document. The ‘Pupil Voice’ and ‘Pupil Target’ often 
play an important role in plans and can highlight a pupil’s determination to build on their 
English speaking, reading and writing skills. Targets are determined by the pupil’s teacher 
and their Learning Support teacher. This information is shared with the staff, 
parents/guardians and any external specialist (if necessary). 
 
Access Arrangements 
 
Where applicable, we will apply for pupils with EAL needs to be given 10% extra time in 
assessments and exams (either senior school pre-tests or Common Entrance exams, in 
accordance with ISEB rules), if they have been learning in the medium of English for less 
than three years.  
 
Safeguarding 
 
The school recognises, in line with KCSIE, that pupils with EAL may face additional 
safeguarding vulnerabilities. Communication with the DSL is maintained and EAL teaching 
supports pupils’ ability to understand safeguarding and online safety content.  
 
Pupils on the SEND and EAL register are closely monitored should there be any concerns 
regarding behaviour, bullying or being at risk. The SENCo works closely with the DLS to 
monitor this. Weekly meetings are held to share information and a pupil may be added to the 
weekly Welfare List if needed. Any concerns raised, regarding the wellbeing of an EAL pupil, 
are logged on CPOMS.  
 
 
Assess - Plan - Do - Review 
 
Timetabled Intervention 
 
EAL pupils are offered up to two extra English lessons a week, either on a one-to-one basis, 
or in small groups of two to five. Pupils are generally withdrawn from various subjects on a 
rotation timetable across a term, or else are taught in form or family time.   
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EFL students come out of Latin or Classical Civilization lessons for their extra English 
lessons, which are 2 or 3 lessons per week.   
 
 
Provision & Targets 
 
The EFL curriculum takes into account the B1 / B2 / C1 Common European Framework 
(CEF). With the agreement from parents, this will either take place in certified conditions in 
the UK, in the summer term  
 

Or 
 
They will prepare for exams when they return to their home country.  
 
The pupil’s targets/provisions from their IEPs are implemented. The Learning support 
departments enhance learning by using targeted interventions (such as, 11+ vocabulary 
notebooks). 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Teaching is adapted so that pupils with EAL can access the full curriculum, in line with the 
Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014. 
 
 
Access Arrangements 
 
Where applicable, we will apply for pupils with EAL needs to be given 10% extra time in 
assessments and exams (either senior school pre-tests or Common Entrance exams, in 
accordance with ISEB rules), if they have been learning in the medium of English for less 
than three years. This excludes EFL pupils that are practising for any external language 
exams, such as the Cambridge Qualification. 
 
Immersion in Cothill Life 
 
Pupils who are EAL have the best chance of gaining confidence and skills by immersing 
themselves as much as possible in Cothill life. The school closely monitors this and 
encourages them to do so. The school follows this collaborative approach to support pupils' 
development. 
 
For boarders, additional pastoral and boarding support is provided to ensure they can fully 
access routines, take part in house life and communicate effectively with staff. 
 
Assess - Plan - Do - Review 
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
IEPs are reviewed regularly to monitor progress and targets. They act as a working 
document and are updated as required. Formal reviews are done at the end of every term. 
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Heads of Departments meet formally every term to discuss EAL pupils. The maths and 
English departments meet weekly and this is an opportunity to monitor and discuss progress 
for our EAL pupils. Subject teachers and EAL support staff are in constant touch and if a 
pupil needs to revisit a learning objective or  
 
If there is any information that we feel as a school needs to be communicated to parents, or 
we need to evaluate how a pupil is at home, then this is done so through suitable channels 
(i.e phone call, face to face or video). 
 
Measures of Progress 
 
As with other Learning Support pupils, progress is measured through improvements in 
standardised screening scores, exam and test results, pre-test results, subject specific 
assessments, class-based work (is scrutinised) and feedback from the pupils themselves. 
We also seek to gain as much information from parents as well as to how their child’s 
English skills have carried into the home environment. 
 
Data collected, such as standardised scores, are kept on our drive. Books in class are 
marked and monitored by the class teacher and supported by their departments. The 
Learning Support teacher will compile folders that demonstrate progress that can be referred 
to as evidence. 
 
Should a pupil meet all of their targets and show that they have fully developed their English 
skills, as required, they are signed off and this is noted on their IEP. Examples of work and 
books are kept as hard copies with this plan as evidence. Parents are notified and they are 
then removed from the SEND & EAL register.  
 
Pupils who have received EAL support go on to gain places and are awarded scholarships 
to top senior schools.  
 
 
In conjunction with this policy 
 
* See SEND, Learning Support & Disability Policy   
* See Safeguarding Policy 
* See Access and Disability Policy 
* See Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural Policy 
* See Curriculum Policy 
* See Boarding Policy 
* See Admissions Policy 
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